ANNUAL REPORT 2008

Report on 2008 Operations
Throughout the year 2008 we
experienced a substantial
increase in food prices due to the
oil price increase, consequently
affecting the cost of our imported
goods.
So often we heard the saying
“Back then we used to plant our
own little things in our
backyard”.
There is little flat land left on St.
Maarten for the development of
agriculture hence the importance of
stimulating the “backyard” growing of
produce and to create more
awareness on the possibilities proven
by some who have achieved success
with their small scale operations in this
field.
The MCB Banking Group launched the
program to support the “Green
Awareness” on the islands of the
Netherlands Antilles and Aruba
throughout its Products, Services and
Policies, which are also being applied
by our Bank.
The islands of Saba and St. Eustatius
have well established policies for the
conservation of nature and by
applying the “Green Awareness”
policies our Bank indirectly assists in
creating the right balance between
development and conservation.

Our Economy

Business activity during our high
season months of 2008 recorded
higher sales and most stores and
businesses did better than previous
years notwithstanding the problems in
the US housing market.
The situation changed however after
the month of August where sales levels
dropped far below those of 2007 as
financial markets began to indicate
defaults and troubled institutions and
industries.
Work started for the construction of the

2nd Pier at the A.C. Wathey Cruise
terminal allowing the Cruise
companies Carnival and Royal
Caribbean Cruises to have year round
docking and other facilities for the
passengers.
The advantage being that the island
would be guaranteed 1 Million plus
visitors each year.
Businesses throughout the Philipsburg
and waterfront area remain very much
focused on the movements of Cruise
ship passengers and another small
pier will soon be opened in the down
street area to create a better spread of
the economic activity into that part of
the town.

During the first quarter of the year our
local market felt some effects from the
“sub-prime” crisis on the real estate
markets throughout the U.S.A. and as
the financial crisis set in, the demand
for real estate, particularly coming
from the USA market, recorded a
large decrease.
Newly planned building projects were
halted due to the weak pre-sales and
other ongoing projects were slowly
continuing completion causing further
decline of the construction activity.
This combined with a sharp increase in
prices of oil and other commodities
had a negative effect on the
disposable income causing lower sales
volumes and a decline of loan
demand during the off-season period.
However, the lower exchange rate of
the US Dollar against the highly rated
Euro currency had a positive effect on
the business activity as most of the
French side residents conducted their
daily or weekly shopping on the Dutch
side at favorable prices.
There has been little evidence of
decreasing real estate prices, as the
effects of the falling financial and real
estate markets through-out the world
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were somewhat mitigated by the
French and other Europeans investing
in real estate on the Dutch side with
their valuable Euro’s.
The economic downturn eventually
affected Europe and this stream of
investment slowed down towards the
end of the last quarter of 2008.
Demand for land by the local
population remains very high and
subdivision of land programs
developed throughout the year has
been successfully sold mostly to
residents looking to build their own
home in the future.

The negotiations between the islands
of the Netherlands Antilles and the
Government of the Netherlands are
ongoing and we hope to obtain more
clarity on the possible effect of the BES
Island status for Saba and St. Eustatius
on the economy and the business
activities on St. Maarten. We expect the
agreed upon constitutional
restructuring to be in place in place in
2010 for St.Maarten.
Our Bank, having a tradition of being
actively involved in financing of large
projects as well as in personal
borrowings, applied a policy of
“responsible lending” by tightening
some of our lending-criteria to reduce
the risk while at the same time
protecting the interest of our clients.
As a responsible corporate citizen we
believe this was the right approach as
we kept our customers well informed
of the risk involved and preventing
them from becoming over- extended.

Our Bank

The products and services offered by
our bank are highly appreciated, as
for the 5th consecutive year, the
reader’s survey of the “Daily Herald”
voted WIB as being “The Best bank of
2008”.
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It was a busy year with many training
sessions, reorganization and the
remodeling of branches to implement
the MCB program of “Sales and
Services” throughout the branches in
St. Maarten, St. Eustatius and Saba.

the efficiency and controls in our
administrative services.
This is an ongoing project to create
synergy of the policies and services
within the MCB Banking Group.

The rapid development of our
economy resulted in a higher number
of banking transactions causing a
further increase of our complement
attaining the number of 235 at
yearend 2008.
Improving the work space and
environment became necessary hence
the decision to move the departments
of Marketing, Automated Services,
Shared Services meetings and
Internal Audit, Sales and Services and
workshops initiated by MCB and
its training center to the leased
attended by staff members of several
premises in the new N.C. Wathey
WIB departments allowed us to gather
Business Center located in Pointe
proper feed back to create and
Blanche.
implement additional systemized
In June we opened a new branch on
programs for further improvement of
the A.T. Illidge road outside of
Philipsburg to improve
the commercial and
banking services to the
customers at our Main
Branch by creating
additional space for the
remodeling and
introduction of the Sales
and Service program.
Other departments such
as WIB-Insurances,
Proof, IT /Communications, Claims were
MCB Management joined WIB management & staff for the
groundbreaking and unveiling of WIB's corporate office
also transferred to this
new branch which
provides easy access
Saba branch opening
with private parking for
the staff and the
customers.
Remodeling and
expansion of the
Bushroad branch and
the Retail banking
department located in
the Grand Marche
shopping center were
completed in February
2009.
Our ICBS banking systems have been
upgraded allowing us to continue
expanding the ABT programs offering
improved and diversified services to
our customers in the branches with
additional systemized programs to
improve the efficiency and controls in
our administration.
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The MCB Banking Group now has
branches on all islands of the
Netherlands Antilles and Aruba after
WIB’s opening of a branch located in
The Bottom on Saba to offer full
banking services to the entire
satisfaction of the business community,
the Government services and the
residents of Saba.

The use of our Internet Banking
services such as WIB@Home, WIB
Small Bizz, WIB Direct for large
corporate business as well as the
innovative SMS recharge and Cell
phone recharge via the ATM and
Internet, scored great increases in
number of transactions and volumes to
become an efficient service.
In June 2008 it was the first time for
MCB and WIB to jointly hold their
Annual Supervisory Directors and
Shareholders meetings and on the
island of St. Maarten and as part of
that event we organized a
groundbreaking ceremony for the
expansion and renovation of the Main
Branch in Philipsburg.

Our branch in St.Eustatius celebrated
its 15th anniversary with a cocktail
party for the customers and presenting
the island’s first WIB Home and Car
Show with on the spot financing and
information on the Bank’s products
and services.

Corporate Governance

WIB’s Board of Supervisory Directors
and our Management continue to be
committed to the principles of sound
corporate governance with assistance
and supervision from the Board of
Supervisory Directors and the
Management of MCB.
Mr. Joe van Dongen, Managing
Director of MCB was appointed as
Supervisory Director replacing our late
friend Bill Fabro and Mrs. Moira Block
was nominated as Managing Director
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of The Windward Islands Bank
International N.V. to replace Mr. Bill
Carson who retired as Managing
Director of the Caribbean Mercantile
Bank.
The local members of the WIB-Board
held quarterly informal meetings to be
updated on the Banking operations
and business activity.

Compliance Office

Our Bank continues to build
awareness and to provide training to
combat money laundering and terrorist
financing through our enhanced
automated systems in close
cooperation with the MCB Compliance
office and we remain, as always,
committed to the principles of sound
due diligence on our customers.

Assets Review

Loans and Advances at year end 2008
stood at NAF 447.481.000
representing an increase of NAF
13.130.000 or 3% notwithstanding the
more conservative approach on retail
banking and commercial loans we
applied for large real estate projects.
We continue to strengthen the skills of
our staff in the credit department by
offering credit analysis and risk
training programs and frequent
meetings to discuss ongoing business
and opportunities.
Improved control and management
reporting on the collection activity of
delinquent loans have been
implemented by the newly created
Central Collection Department.
All our collectors have previous
experience in this field and received
proper training as we consider the task
of managing non-performing and
difficult loans to become a very
important task in these difficult times.
Cash and Due from Banks and
Affiliates increased by NAF 9.270.000
or 3% to a total amount of NAF
375.308.000.
The competitive actions and the
declining interest rates on the new as

well as on the existing
loan portfolio limited the
yield and consequently
the growth of our interest
income on loans.
Our Bank did not have
any funds invested in the
stock markets nor in
bonds or derivatives
however Interest Income
received from Subsidiary
Banks and from Deposits
with Foreign Banks was
affected by the falling interest rates on
the International Financial markets
causing this income category to drop
by 34%.

Liabilities Review

Our customer’s deposits continued to
grow and now stand at NAF
775.548.000 being an overall
increase of 3% but somewhat
mitigated by a large drop of 9% in the
Time Deposits following measures
taken to lower the cost of those
deposits.
The balances on the Saving Accounts
grew by 5% clearly indicating the
confidence of customers trusting their
savings to our Bank.

WIB and the Community

Regardless of the economic
circumstances throughout the year, our
Bank did not deviate from its
commitment set since 1960 and has
continued to share with the community
a part of its success by donating a total
of NAF 407.000 to many institutions,
foundations and organizations
involved in social, cultural and youth
activities.
Many members of our staff are also
providing assistance to the activities
held by these organizations and
considering it their responsibility to do
good work for our community.

The Outlook

The ongoing global financial crisis will
affect the business operations during
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A.T. Illidge Road Branch Opening

the year 2009 but also creates new
opportunities with new challenges to
be faced.
We can foresee further reduction of
sales volumes as the visitors change
their expenditures patterns or
preferences.
The introduction of Shared Services
and the expanding Sales and Service
activities will enable us to serve our
customers better and face challenges
geared towards increase of the
efficiency and a better control on the
operational expense.
We will maintain closer relations with
our customers to provide coaching and
assistance during these difficult times
to show how important it is as a WIB
customer to experience the
understanding and to be part of the
innovative MCB Banking Group.

The future BES islands status for Saba
and St.Eustatius will be another
challenge as we continue to discuss the
regulatory as well as the monetary
implications to be caused by the
introduction of the U.S. Dollar as
official currency.
A great thank you goes out to our staff
and customers as well as to the
management of the Maduro & Curiel’s
Bank for their dedication and
assistance at all times.
Jan Beaujon
Managing Director
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Supervisory Board of Directors
and Management Team
Board of
Supervisory Directors
Lionel Capriles II
Lionel Capriles
Ronald Gomes Casseres
Victor Paul Henriquez (Deceased)
Norman Wathey
Ms. Brenda Wathey
Joe van Dongen
Shaffie Wihby

WIB Management Team

Jan J. Beaujon - Managing Director

Anthony Da Costa Gomez - Managing Director

J. Bruce Mayers - Asst. Managing Director-Credit
Kelvin Bloyden - Asst. Managing Director-IT

Carl Snijder - Asst. Managing Director- Operations

WIB International

Jan J. Beaujon - Managing Director
P. Moira Blok - Managing Director
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Independent Auditors’ Report
To the Stockholders and Board of Directors of
Windward Islands Bank Ltd and Windward Islands Bank International N.V. Sint
Maarten
We have audited the financial statements of The Windward Islands Bank Ltd. and the financial
statements of The Windward Islands Bank International N.V. for the year ended December 31,
2008, from which the condensed combined balance sheet and explanatory notes were derived,
in accordance with International Standards on Auditing.
In our auditors’ reports dated January 23, 2009, we expressed an unqualified opinion on the
financial statements of The Windward Islands Bank Ltd. and The Windward Islands Bank
International N.V. from which the condensed combined balance sheet and explanatory notes
were derived.
In our opinion, the accompanying condensed combined balance sheet and explanatory notes
as of December 31, 2008 are consistent, in all material respects, with the financial statements
of The Windward Islands Bank Ltd. and The Windward Islands Bank International N.V. from
which they have been derived.
For a better understanding of the condensed combined balance sheet and explanatory notes
and of the scope of our audit, the condensed combined balance sheet and explanatory notes
should be read in conjunction with the financial statements of The Windward Islands Bank Ltd.
and The Windward Islands Bank International N.V. from which they have been derived and our
auditors’ report thereon.
Sint Maarten, Netherlands Antilles
May 6, 2009

KPMG Accountants B.V.
V.T.M. Bergisch RA
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Condensed Combined Balance Sheet
as of December 31st 2008 and 2007

THE WINDWARD ISLANDS BANK INTERNATIONAL N.V. AND THE WINDWARD ISLANDS BANK LTD.
(amounts in Naf 1,000)

December 31, 2008

December 31, 2007

Cash and due from Banks

144,089

147,336

Loans and Advances to Customers

447,481

434,351

24,967

20,361

Assets

Due from Affiliates

231,219

Bank Premises and Equipment

12,327

Other Assets

TOTAL ASSETS

Liabilities

Customers’ Deposits

Due to affiliates and other banks
Accrued Interest Payable

830,578

775,548

751,251

4,317

4,471

3,325

Other Liabilities

9,583

TOTAL LIABILITIES
Capital Stock

9,828

860,083

8,624

Profit Tax Payable

218,702

-

3,833

12,873

801,397

772,428

8,870

8,870

Other Reserves

23,810

23,782

TOTAL STOCKHOLDERS’ EQUITY

58,686

58,150

860,083

830,578

Undistributed Profits

26,006

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND STOCKHOLDERS’ EQUITY

THE WINDWARD ISLANDS BANK LTD.

•

6

• ANNUAL REPORT 2008

25,498

Explanatory notes to the condensed combined balance sheet
as of December 31st 2008.

Accounting Policies
1.

GENERAL.

The principal accounting policies adopted in the preparation of the condensed combined financial
statements of The Windward Islands Bank Ltd. and The Windward Islands Bank International N.V. are set
out below.
These explanatory notes are an extract of the detailed notes included in the financial statements of both
Banks and are consistent in all material respects with the financial statements from which they have been
derived.

2.

BASIS OF PREPARATION.

The financial statements, from which the condensed combined balance sheet has been derived, are
prepared in accordance with International Financial Reporting Standards (“IFRS”).
The figures presented in the condensed combined balance sheet are stated in thousands of Antillean
Guilders and are rounded to the nearest thousand.
The policies are consistent, in all material respects, with those used in the previous year.

3.

LOANS AND ADVANCES TO CUSTOMERS

Loans and advances are carried at amortized cost, less an allowance for loan impairment.
An allowance for loan impairment is established if there is an indication that the Bank will not be able to
collect all amounts due according to the original contractual loan terms.
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WIB and Staff
In 2008, WIB placed special emphasis on
empowering the Staff through Leadership, Sales
& Service trainings. Leadership training was done for
all entry and middle level Management Personnel. The
concept of coaching was introduced to provide for oneon-one development of Staff on an ongoing basis.

In August, extensive training started for the entire Branch
Area in preparation for the Bank’s newest initiative
“Sales & Service”. For about three (3) months, all branch
Staff underwent training in knowledge of the Bank’s
product & Service. In addition, several members received
training in Sales in preparation for their new role as
Sales & Service Officers. Other sections received training
in service disciplines. Again, coaching training formed
the foundation of the new Sales & Service initiative.

Main office on the Pondfill after the introduction of
Sales & Service

The concept of new Sales & Service approach is to
provide the ultimate customer experience through
satisfying the client’s needs for quality products and
services. The Customer service Desk has been split into
two sections:
INFORMATION SERVICE:
For quick transactions and customer inquiries

Simpsonbay branch after the introduction of Sales & Service

3

SALES & SERVICE:
To pro-actively understand and meet the needs of our
clients. Clients can now also make appointments for
convenient service.

Several other procedures and services were discontinued
with the aim of streamlining service for maximum
efficiency throughout the lobbies.
With the Leadership training and implementation of the
Sales & Service approach, the WIB continues to position
its Staff and the Bank to further enhance its customer
experience with quality and convenient service.

Employee appreciation day

Different Nations, 1 WIB

THE WINDWARD ISLANDS BANK LTD.

•

8

• ANNUAL REPORT 2008

Comprehensive
Leadership Training

WIB celebrates
15 years on statia

Retirement
Mary Isidore,
Carl Thomas,
and Reuben Essed
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WIB and the Community
Through out the many years of
existence, WIB and the
community have mutually
walked the road of progress.

Several actions emphasized the fact
that this bank has reciprocally
extended its prosperity to a
community that has generally
developed with its partner in
progress, WIB.

Philipsburg Jubilee Library
receives a large donation

WIB Home & More Show
June 2008

This past year WIB has been eventful,
as it continued to serve the
community by opening two new
branches; A.T. Illidge Road, and on
the Island of Saba thus fulfilling its
name in the Windward Islands.

Carnival 2008 was as rich as the
spirit of “ WIB’s Carnival Block Party”.
A celebration shared with WIB’s staff
and community. WIB carnival block
party was organized to express St.
Maarten’s culture; carnival, with the
bank’s family and friends.
WIB’s ground breaking ceremony
and unveiling of the renderings of
WIB’s new Financial Center was
commemorated by MCB
management and WIB management
and staff. This was a joyful day that
marked a milestone of achievement
in WIB’s hard work through out the
years.

Sylviano Woodley received
a donation from WIB
WIB donates computer lab
to USMService

It was a busy year for WIB with more
events such as; WIB Home and More
at Clem Labega Square , Home and
Appliances at A.T. Illidge Rd branch,
and the St. Eustatius Business Fair.
The St. Eustatius Business Fair was
challenging to bring over 7 vehicles,
generator, and other business
appliances by boat.
As a regular contributor to the
community, WIB has generously
supported the important factors that
sustain St. Maarten, Saba and St.

WIB staff walk and talk RED in August month
to create HIV AIDS awareness in the community
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Eustatius ‘ culture and development,
through donations in the thousands.
Amongst the many factors, there was
a heavy focus on the educational and
athletic aspects that
influenced the youth.
A substantial donation
was made to the
Philipsburg Jubilee
Library and to the St.
Eustatius Library; both of
which play a vital role in
our youth’s education
and development.
Besides the libraries, the
University of St. Martin
(U.S.M) also plays a big
role in educating the youth, and
WIB’s donation of a full equipped
computer room will enable USM to
thrive as a proud institution.

Some of WIB volunteers at the coastal cleanup
of Mullet Bay beachService

WIB Statia fair

WIB Statia fair

Proud to be part of a society that is
committed to preserving its
environment, WIB was the first
company to campaign in the Go
Green Initiative by publishing go
Green articles in the newspapers,
Billboards, and website. WIB
volunteers participated in
cleaning up the Mullet Bay
coastal area together with the
St. Maarten Pride foundation
and many others, aiming to
keep their Island green and
clean.

WIB stretches beyond its
business and unto the survival
and care for those in the community
that may be at risk with HIV AIDS.
WIB staff walk and talk about HIV
awareness by handing out containers
that included pamphlets and condom
in our town area. The bank even took
the Talk Red Initiative to Anguilla for
August Monday to create more
awareness.

Statia library celebrates with reception after receiving a
generous donation from WIBService

Visa Olympics Competition

THE WINDWARD ISLANDS BANK LTD.

Carnival block party

•

11

• ANNUAL REPORT 2008

Agriculture in St. Maarten
No Kidding with our
Kids Foundation
Like we always say “The Children are
Our Future”, a future that we hope
that is beautifully built on self
sustainability. We dream of a cleaner
and greener place where our children
can take pride in.

Preparing for planting

Molded with endless credentials, Mr.
Richardson qualifies to be the perfect
teacher that will carve the children’s
outlook on agriculture. Surely it is a
site to see the children’s thrill to learn,
as Mr. Richardson captivates their
interest into outstanding rows of herbs
and vegetables such as; chives, sweet
pepper, celery, parsley, okra, sweet
potatoes, spinach and so much more.
Their weekly harvest is used in ASA’s
kitchen where the meals for the
children are prepared. The quality of
their harvest highlights the children’s
hard work, passion and dedication to
what we think is a remarkable start,
compared to what they think this is
“Cool!”

Children receiving

instructions from Mr.
Richardson

Microfarming by ASA
children
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Thanks to No Kidding with Our Kids
Foundation and their after school
activities (ASA) the children in our
community are now exposed to a
phenomenon facet that will restore
our culture on St. Maarten. With the
help of Mr. Joslyn Richardson, 62
students of the ASA program are
introduced and involved in our
culture’s heart, agriculture.
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Cake House
Supermarket

Cake House Supermarket is one of St.
Maarten’s most popular supermarkets
and has been booming for many
years. Located at the back of this
establishment is a beautiful
plantation. Wing Cheung (48) and his
son, Reinier Cheung (23) are the
owners of this flourishing plantation.
They see to it that, all the profit from
the harvest, which is sold to Cake
House Supermarket, goes directly to
the Tzu Chi foundation, whose main
objective is to cater to the less
fortunate citizens of St. Maarten
It all began a year ago with his
grandmother and her passion for
planting. Eventually this operation
grew to the extent, where volunteers
of the Tzu Chi foundation created
agricultural lessons for children. As a
platform for an after school activity,
the children in the community are
taught about the agricultural aspects
of planting. The children’s
involvement encourages, growth,
knowledge and interest for
agriculture.

A young student of the agricultural course.

With a variety of different vegetables
and fruit trees the children are
exposed to the wonders of cultivation.
In the midst of all marvels the
volunteers were pleased to teach the
children how to plant mango trees,
almond trees, coconut trees, sour sap
trees, and berry trees, along with
some small crops such as okra,
eggplant, calalu, Chinese cabbage,
Uum Choy, spinach and many more.

Sweet potatoe leaves
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Agriculture in St. Maarten
Touzah Ja’bash

As a successful farmer Touzah Ja’bash
was proud to introduce his farm
called the “We agree to culture”
which has abundantly row of crops
such as; purple peppers, tomatoes,
bay leaf, tarragon, peas, spinach, ice
berg, sugar lettuce and carrots.
Along with a variety of rich fruit trees
such as bread fruit, bird banana,
sugar cane, guava, papaya and
mango trees and many more. He
introduced us to some rare crops such
as; devil ears plants, 7 in one plants
and , wax apple trees
Through the generosity of Mr.
Consant Fleming Touzah was granted
a large quantity of land located in
Belleview on the French side, for
cultivation purposes. 50 year old
Touzah Jah’bash was born on St.
Martin and traveled to surrounding
islands and Europe. In the course of
his traveling he obtained knowledge
which smoothed the progress of his
successful plantation from which he
sells his harvest to restaurants.

Papaya tree

Pineapple tree

Example of micro farming
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With a hardworking local team of 5
men and 5 women, known as the
Trinity Trod Alliance, he owns a
beneficial business not only financially
but also morally. He gathered a team
of youth from the streets, and
practices equality within his small
organization by dividing what is
grown from the plantation including
its financial profits.
This year St. Martin will be the island
to host its Agricultural Fest, on the 5th
of April, 2009.This Agriculture Fest
will incorporate a panel that will
explain the different situations the
youth faces, as they promoting the
advantages of agriculture.
This event aims to encourage others
to visit and learn what can be sowed
on St. Maarten.
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Louis Whit

Livestock is an important component
of modern agriculture which has
sustained the profit in its industry on
St. Maarten.

For 35 years, Louis Whit has been in
the livestock business at the age of 49
years and has consistently met the
demands of this industry. He found
his passion in the rearing of a large
variety of livestock such as; sheep,
goats, cattle and chickens. His
primarily intension is to produce and
sell food such as; meat, eggs and
poultry to the supermarket and our
local markets on Saturdays

Mr. Louis Whit

Louis has had training from a local
elder and later took some courses
which complemented his passion to
this industry. Louis emphasized on
the importance of a selective breeding
process.
He also distinguished the variation
between the chicken layers (egg
producers) and chicken for
consumption.
He explained the different taste,
texture, quality and health advantages
between rearing chicken in your own
backyard rather than buying it from
the supermarkets.
Louis Whit now holds 300 sheep and
goats, 30 chickens and 30 cows
which, amazingly, he knows all
personally and individually.

Some of Mr. Whit's animals
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Agriculture in St. Maarten
He also brag about his sweet
peppers, radish, purple basil, dill,
thyme and not forgetting his local
calalu and noni trees which are a site
to see.

Roland Joe
(a.k.a. Ras Bushman)

Who said that strawberries can’t be
grown on St. Maarten? Surprisingly,
Roland Joe (a.k.a. Ras Bushman) who
was born in 1961 in Curaçao proved
us other wise. With some amazingly
sweet strawberries he proudly
displayed the richness of St. Maarten’s
soil. His passion for farming began
as a little boy when his mother spent
her time with her flower garden. In
1985 Ras Bushman moved to St.
Maarten, where his grandfather
introduced him to available grounds
to cultivate.

Rash Bushman wishes that an
agricultural station be set up on St.
Maarten to preserve, store seedlings
and slips, and to educate the public
on the importance of agriculture. He
has worked with ASA (After School
Activities), educating school children
on the importance of planting along
with schools’ visits at his grounds.
He dreams one day that the schools
would find it fit to have
agriculturethought as a subject. His
message to government is to “revive
agriculture in St. Maarten and fast”.
You can find more interesting articles
on Ras Bushman by visiting his lovely
website www.sxmfreedomfighters.com

He owns grounds in Bush road and
Marigot Hill. Most of the harvest is
sold in his restaurant on the bush
road, which is located directly below
his farming grounds. The name of
this restaurant is “Ital Skack”. He
plants a large variety of crops, but he
specialize in short crops such as;
tomatoes, ameretto, arugula (Italian
lettuce), bob choy, cabbage, etc.
Against the structures of his grounds
Ras Bushman has successfully sowed
fruitful crops on slopes and hills such
as; ginger, beautiful pineapples,
papayas, sugar apples, cassava.
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Strawberries

Sorrel

Windmills

In the earlier days Windmills
supported the growth and the
existence of agriculture on St.
Maarten. Thanks to the determination
and love for agriculture, 62 year old
Willem Andrea Patrick has plans, with
the assistance of WIB, to rebuild a
windmill for the core purpose of
reviving agriculture on St. Maarten.
As he grasp the interests and the
involvement of the children on the
island.

As a board member of the foundation
that strive to encourage welfare of
agriculture there is much focus on the
construction on a windmill that will
facilitate the irrigation of the plants,
trees and vegetables whilst
maintaining a green landscape in the
E.W.Park.
With the support of a windmill the
different types of tropical trees and
herbs will be able to flourish to their
fullest potential against the worst of
weathers. In addition to growth of
many, along with the existence of
their tropical trees such as; apple
trees, sour sap, and even silk cotton
trees.

Handing overof donation check

Future Windmill location

In addition willem the head of the
Kadasen Office and the manager of
the E.W.Park, he aim to build better
fencing around the E.W. Park which
would facilitate and enable the
children and elders to plant securely.

THE WINDWARD ISLANDS BANK LTD.
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WIB Locations

MAIN OFFICE
Clem Labega Square
Philipsburg
Tel: 542-2313
Fax: 542-4761

WIB PERSONAL LOANS &
MORTGAGES
Le Grand Marché Shopping Mall
Cul-De-Sac
Tel: 542-9536
Fax:542-9258
BANK CARD SERVICES
UTS Building
Philipsburg
Tel: 542-3940
Fax: 542-3257

A.T. ILLIDGE ROAD BRANCH
Tel: 546-2939
Fax: 543-0249

BUSH ROAD BRANCH
Le Grand Marché Shopping Mall
Cul-De-Sac
Tel: 542-9548
Fax: 542-9547
SIMPSON BAY OFFICE
Airport Road
Simpsonbay
Tel: 545-3065
Fax: 543-3002

COLE BAY BRANCH
Orange Grove Shopping Center
Cole Bay
Tel: 544-5490
Fax: 544-5491
THE WINDWARD ISLANDS BANK LTD.
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AIRPORT BRANCH
Princess Juliana International Airport
Simpson Bay
Tel: 546-7761
Fax: 546-7762
ST. EUSTATIUS BRANCH
Mazinga Square
St. Eustatius
Tel: 0318-2846 / 0318-2847
Fax: 0318-2850
SABA BRANCH
The Bottom, Saba
Tel: 0416-3900
Fax: 0416-3901
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Clem Labega Square, Philipsburg, St. Maarten, Netherlands Antilles
Telephone: (599) 546-2313 • Fax: (599) 542-6355 • www.wib-bank.net
BlueOrange Design

